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About the IADC  

The IADC is a private limited 

liability company wholly owned 

by the government of St. Vincent 

and the Grenadines. It was 

incorporated under the 

Companies Act of St. Vincent and 

the Grenadines. The companyõs 

mandate is to arrange for the 

financing and the construction 

of the Argyle International 

Airport, and thereafter to 

manage it effectively and 

efficiently.  

 Three years into the con-

struction of the Argyle Interna-

tional Airport, the earthworks 

component which has so far domi-

nated our attention, continues to 

progress steadily with clear evi-

dence that we are moving closer 

and closer towards the completion 

of the international airport. 

The mountains, McConnie Yam-

mie and Fort Hills, which once 

stood imposingly over the Stubbs 

Bay, now look like the remains of 

what used to be a large rock. Not 

only have they been brought down 

to size, they have also been split in 

the centre creating a cavity which 

is now as flat as the runway. 

All of this has been possible with 

the continued use of explosives to 

penetrate the hard rock within the 

first kilometre of the site. With the 

assistance of bulldozers, excava-

tors and other heavy equipment 

we have also been able to exca-

vate most of what is to be re-

moved from Johnson Hill. 

Construction of the box culverts 

within the first kilometre of the 

site is completed and is already in 

operation collecting water from a 

small nearby stream, and  

neighbouring hills and channelling 

it down to the sea. Additionally, 

construction has commenced on a 

second set of culverts that are be-

ing constructed in the 2nd kilome-

tre of the site.  

Engineers on the project are cur-

rently considering different areas 

on the site for the location of a 

stone crusher, a concrete batching 

plant and an asphalt plant in 

preparation for the paving of the 

runway, aprons and taxiways. 

So far, more than two-thirds of the 

earthworks have been completed. 

The relocation of the Cubans to 

new accommodations and the 

completion of archaeological 

works, including the removal of 

the petroglyphs are expected to 

speed up the remaining earth-

works. The installation of the 

stone crusher and the asphalt 

plants are also expected to result 

in the speeding up of work on the 

airside facilities. The airside fa-

cilities include: the runway, taxi-

ways, aprons, platforms, etc. 

During the year 2012, the Cha-

toyer-Che contingent will concen-

trate on completing the remaining 

works in the 1st and 2nd kilometres 

and commence work, in earnest, 

in the 3rd kilometre of the project 

where one of the major challenges 

there will be to construct a culvert 

to allow the Yambou river to flow 

under the runway. 

In 2013, it will be full speed 

ahead, as the International Airport 

Development Company (IADC) 

completes all construction works 

so that the new airport can begin 

operations in early 2014. 

Aerial view of the project 

Whatõs up! 
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International Airport Development Company Ltd 

Dear Readers, 

In this the fifth issue of our newsletter, we again say thanks for your support and encouragement. We trust 
that you continue to enjoy reading our newsletters and that the information contained herein is beneficial to 
you. 

In this our first issue for the year we have included personal accounts of the experiences of some members of 
staff as they carry out their day to day functions. We hope that you find them interesting and inspirational. 

We are now in January of 2012, the first  month following the annual Christmas break and we must report  that 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ Ƙŀƭǘ ŀǎ ŀ 
total of 12 Cubans and the Vincentian part of the contingent remained behind and continued working up to the 
present time. 

This occurred because there were several critical areas in which work needed to be done if not completed to 
facilitate an expanded work programme for 2012 and they did not disappoint us. What these men were able to 
accomplish over those few weeks was simply amazing.  

Our accomplishments over the past years have been many, still their is much remaining to be accomplished 
hence the year 2012 will be a crucial year for us as we seek to keep the project on schedule for completion in 
2013. You will be able to follow the progress as we keep you updated through our newsletters, our website 
svgiadc.com, on Facebook at Friends of the Argyle International Airport and on YouTube at svgiadc. 

As usual I continue to implore our readers in the diaspora to help us get the word out by forwarding a copy of 
this newsletter to your friends online. 

Indeed, good things are happening at the Argyle International Airport site and soon Vincentians will have their 
very own international airport.  

For those of you who have been promising to donate financially to the project and have been hesitant to do so, 
the evidence that the airport is well on track is all around you.  However, time is limited as we have just under 
two  years to complete the project. At this juncture finance is critical and your contributions are welcome. For 
details as to how to contribute, please check the back page of this issue. 

 

We wish you happy reading. 

 

Yours in Nation Building, 

 

Jennifer Richardson 

Communications Officer 

IADC 
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Aerial view of the Argyle Airport site. 

A panned view of the 2nd km of the project. 

Filling and compaction continues in the 

1st km. 

The Southern end of the runway where 

implosion is most concentrated. 
The culvert in the 1st km is completely 

covered. 

Terminal building under construction 

A recent tour to the Argyle site. 

Picture showing  temporary routes 

across the runway and a graded  

Johnson hill. 
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By: Crystal Bacchus  

 

The construction of the Argyle International 

Airport Terminal building commenced with 

the ceremonial turning of the sod on 7th Au-

gust, 2011. The event heard speeches from the 

Manager of the contracting firm OECC 

(Overseas Engineering Construction Com-

pany), Peter Chan-Zeng; Taiwanese Ambas-

sador to St. Vincent and the Grenadines, We-

ber Shih; CEO of the IADC, Dr. Rudolph 

Matthias; Prime Minister of St. Vincent and 

the Grenadines, Dr. Ralph Gonsalves; and 

guest speaker, Prime Minister of St. Kitts and 

Chairman of Caricom, Dr. Denzil L. Douglas. 

  

In his address to hundreds of witnesses, the 

featured speaker, the Hon. Dr. Ralph Gon-

salves, said that the construction had contin-

ued without any interruptions except for times 

of torrential rainfall or Cuban holidays. He 

further explained that, ñOver the 37-month 

period from 13th August, 2008 to 31st July, 

2011, the Chatoyer-Che Contingent has com-

pleted nearly three-fifths (3/5) of all the earth 

and site works to be done for the airport. In 

the process, 1.156 million gallons of diesel 

and 206,025 kilograms of explosives have 

been used thus far on the siteò. The earth and 

site works include: (1) removing three moun-

tains; (2) filling two valleys; (3) creating em-

bankments and; (4) spanning a river, all of 

which are work in progress. 

Dr. Ralph Gonsalves also explained the status 

of payment to property and vacant land own-

ers on the site. ñThere were 134 built proper-

ties of which: 125 have been paid in full at a 

cost of $50.249 million; four (4) are still to be 

paid at a sum of $1.768 million; three (3) re-

maining built properties at Mt. Pleasant at 

$4.002 million and; two (2) home owners who 

are temporarily relocated. The total compen-

sation for built properties is $56.2 million. 

There were 370 parcels of land estimated at 

$56.016 million. The relevant details are as 

follows: 305 parcels had deeds submitted with 

an estimated value of $49.968 million; pay-

ments were made thus far for 131 parcels val-

ued at $22.802 mil-

lion; and 174 par-

cels are still to be 

paid for. These are 

estimated to cost 

$25.166 millionò. 

 The new revised 

cost of the project is 

roughly EC $650 

million, and the 

new completion 

date for the Argyle 

International Airport is at the end of 2013. 

The actual construction work on the terminal 

building began three days after the ground 

breaking ceremony on the 10th August, 2011. 

To date, the terminalôs construction is at the 

foundation stage. The terminal will have three 

floors with a total floor area of 171,100 sq ft, 

which is almost six times that of the E.T 

Joshua Airport at 30,000 sq ft. The terminal 

building is being built to accommodate 1.5 

million passengers annually and 800 passen-

gers at peak hour (i.e. 400 arriving and 400 

departing at any one time). The building will 

contain a departure lounge, concessions area, 

a rooftop restaurant, a conference centre facil-

ity with a roof top garden and vehicle parking.  

The terminal building is contracted to a Tai-

wanese company, OECC at a cost of US$ 

26.5 million, and was funded by the govern-

ment of Taiwan. The construction period is 28 

months, hence the building is expected to be 

completed by the end of November 2013. 

Other landside facilities to be constructed in-

clude: a Fire and Rescue Station, a Control 

Tower with an Emergency Command Centre, 

a separate Cargo Terminal. 

Prime Minister Dr. Ralph 

Gonsalves, delivering the 

feature address at the ground 

breaking for the terminal 

building on the 7th August  

Prime Minister, 

Dr. Ralph Gonsalves 

prepares to turn the sod. 

Taiwanese Ambassador 

to St. Vincent, Weber 

Shih and Chairman of 

Caricom Dr. Denzil 

Douglas.  

CEO of IADC  

Dr. Rudolph Matthias. 

Largest Single Donation 

The Returning Nationals SVG  

donated $25,000 EC dollars to the 

construction of the Argyle  

International Airport. A fund raising 

dinner was their first event. 
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Dust is the main nuisance for which complaints are re-

ceived from residents of the various communities in 

proximity to the airport project.  Since the Project began 

in August 2008, clearance and earthwork operations re-

quired the removal of large volumes of vegetation. This 

activity has resulted in temporary adverse impact on air 

quality in terms of increased dust generation due to ex-

posed surfaces. These effects have been gradually shifted 

from South to North as the Project works progressed 

from the 1st kilometre into the 3rd kilometre. 

The dust nuisance has been reported mainly in dry peri-

ods and wherever clearance, earthworks or material 

transport takes place in the vicinity of settlements. Given 

the prevailing North-East winds, and the general weather 

conditions and vegetative cover, the residents living in 

the West and South-West areas of  Stubbs, Calder, Ar-

gyle Heights and Argyle Gardens are more affected than 

residents in the Eastern part of Mt. Pleasant.  

In order to reduce 

the impact of dust on 

residents during site 

clearance, the fol-

lowing measures 

have been imple-

mented: 

Haul routes and 

compaction areas are 

dampened daily to 

minimise dust gen-

eration.  

Public roads are cleaned on a regular basis. 

Power washing is done to homes which require the ser-

vice to reduce the long term effects of dust on the exter-

nal surfaces. 

Supplementary cleaning is done on internal areas of 

homes where necessary to minimize discomfort and re-

duce negative health effects on the occupants. 

Another concern is the use of explosives to remove large 

volumes of rock in 

the 1st km of the 

Project at Fort Hill. 

The activity occurs 

weekly on Tues-

days, Wednesdays 

and Thursdays be-

tween 1:00 and 2:00 

p.m.  Some resi-

dents have reported 

the effects of these 

blasts, given the vibrations that are generated from the 

activity since it began in May 2009.  

These operations occur in proximity to residential areas; 

as such precautionary measures have been taken to en-

sure the safety of residents and the general public. These 

measures include: 

¶ The provision of transportation for residents who 

wish to leave the vicinity before the blast occurs. 

¶ The blowing of truck horns for a prolonged period 

from Stubbs to the Mt. Pleasant/Calder gap and the 

Rawacou/Mt. Pleasant road at approximately 12:55 

p.m.to alert persons that blasting will occur shortly. 

¶ A reminder to the general public of the blasting op-

erations via radio announcements sent to all radio sta-

tions, and normally aired on NBCôs Public Service 

Announcement, as well as just before the midday 

news. 

¶ The placement of a security officer on the blast site to 

prevent the unauthorized entry of persons prior to 

1pm.  A Police Officer assigned to the explosives 

team also assists in ensuring that the vicinity of the 

blast site is clear of unauthorised persons. 

 

IADC worker, power washing a home. 

Water truck  dampening  work   

concentrated areas.. 

International Airport Development Company Ltd 

By: Cametha John 

Environmental Officer  



By: Arlette Miller 

Admin/Projects Officer, IADC 

 

March 2006 was a turning point in my career choice, 

having applied for and received confirmation that my 

application for the post of Administration Officer with 

the IADC was successful. This was my first job that was 

being covered by the public sector rules and regulations.  

My job then included being the face of the company to 

all homeowners and land owners who were located 

within the area earmarked for the construction of the in-

ternational airport and ensuring that they were relocated 

elsewhere with minimum hassle. This was no easy task.   

Little did I know that some two years later, having 

earned a promotion to Administration and Projects Offi-

cer that that little word 

óProjectsô, would involve the 

removal of a cemetery: a 

graveyard experience of a life-

time?    

Why trouble the dead, one 

would ask?  According to Jus-

tice Cardozo of the U. S. Su-

preme Court, in his ruling in 

the case Dougherty vs. Mer-

cantile Safe Deposit and Trust 

Company 1978, the dead are supposed to rest where they 

have been laid, unlessé reasons of substance are brought 

forward to disturb 

their repose, and 

reasons there 

were. 

The Argyle ceme-

tery held the re-

mains of 32 

known persons, 

and they had to 

be exhumed and 

re-interred to 

make way for 

construction of 

the international 

airport.  Eager to prove Harold Wilson wrong when he 

coined the phrase that ñthe only human institution which 

rejects progress is the cemeteryò, the Ministry of Health, 

with yours truly as a representative from the IADC, met 

with the next of kin of the deceased prior to the removal 

of their loved ones.   

Over the course of the next six (6) months of consulta-

tions with these family members,   I was humbled by the 

fact that the phrase ñwhen you dead, you doneò was 

really not so.  Emotions ran deep, tears flowed afresh, 

and here I was, wondering how in the world the actual 

exhumation was going to take place with any of these 

persons, when for them, this was still yesterdayôs sor-

rows. Thankfully, Mr. George Toney from the Ministry 

of Health saved the day.  Family members eventually 

agreed to the request that the experts be left to do their 

work unobstructed, but that they can be present when 

their loved ones were re-interred at the new location at 

Peruvian Vale.   The only request from the families of 

the deceased was that every respect be afforded to their 

departed loved ones. And ensure, I did, that this request 

was granted. 

The exhumation of human remains began on 7th Septem-

ber, 2009, and knowing that this was an experience of a 

lifetime, I left the comforts of my cosy office, donned my 

office garbs, and   decked myself in what the funeral 

home referred to as ñProtective Gearò and water boots, 

eager to be a part of history in the making. I was beyond 

recognition, as I was covered from head to foot, with 

only a window for a face, more often covered by a nasal 

mask. The sun smiled in all its glory, obviously giving its 

consent that everything was going to be okay.   

Over the next two weeks, the funeral home, closely su-

pervised by health officials, began the process of digging 

up the remains and re-boxing their findings in coffins for 

reburial.  Where coffins and bodies would have disinte-

grated to mere dust, and all that was present were coffin 

handles and lining materials, stockings and other signifi-

cant pieces of clothing, they too were removed and re-

buried.  

Forever etched in my memory was the special care and 

attention that was given to locating and keeping intact a 

glass jar containing the ashes from a cremation of one of 

the deceased!  During the consultation process, the fam-

ily member gave specific instructions that it was placed 

in her deceased motherôs tomb, and true to her word, the 

grave diggers found it there. 

Many stories of people being choked and given rides 

were heard far and wide in SVG, but yours truly, having 

spent more than two weeks in a cemetery, among the 

dead, cannot give support to such frivolous talk. 

To the many families who still mourn today, may you be 

comforted in knowing that your loved ones were given 

the respect they truly deserved. 
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Arlette Miller  with a family 

member during the reburial 

service.  

A casket after being dug out of its grave. 



Check us out on Facebook  at Friends of the 

Argyle International Airport  or type 

IADCSVG on YOUTUBE and view our video 

The International Airport Development 

Company Ltd.  

Argyle  

P.O Box 2817  

St.Vincent and the Grenadines  

Phone: (784) 458 0333 Fax:(784)458 0773  

Email: iadc@vincysurf.com  

 

Production courtesy the IADC 

Communication Team.  

By: Keisha Fraser 

Junior Administrator 2, IADC 

  

In July 2008, the first Cuban 

members of the Chatoyer-Che 

Contingent arrived in St. Vin-

cent & the Grenadines to start 

the earthwork component of 

the project and we at the 

IADC were already prepared and waiting for their arrival. 

They were greeted with the usual Vincentian hospitality 

by officials of the IADC at the E. T Joshua Airport then 

taken to their accommodations in Argyle. We all agreed 

that the actual construction of the Argyle International 

Airport is obviously the greatest challenge that the IADC 

faces. However, taking care of our Cuban brothers and 

sisters, which too is one of the IADCôs tasks, may be a 

challenge that stands to rival with the actual construction 

of the airport.   

Once the Cubans were settled in, we knew right away 

what our greatest challenge in taking care of them would 

be: communication. This proved to be difficult at first as 

only a few Cubans could speak English, and none of our 

cooks or housekeepers were versed in Spanish. Not be-

coming disheartened by this challenge, we soon found a 

way around this problem: Spanglish (a mixture of Eng-

lish & Spanish) and this improved the communication 

immensely.  With one challenge down, we were soon 

faced with another: cultural difference.  It is a fact that 

different cultures have different customs and traditions 

and so too it is in the case of the Cuban and Vincentian 

cultures.   

The diet and the preparation of meals differ greatly. We 

soon found out that the Cubans preferred to eat at a lot of 

pork as opposed to Vincentians, who tend to prefer 

chicken.  Also, Vincentians are keen on spicy foods while 

the Cubans are not.  Our local staff was not daunted by 

this challenge either and ensured that the needs of these 

hardworking men and women were met daily.  At the end 

of their twelve and a half hour work days, the Cubans 

were always greeted with warm meals and comfortable 

sleeping quarters.      

It has now been three (3) years and the IADC still plays a 

pivotal role in ensuring that our Cuban brothers and sis-

ters are comfortable and that their needs are met amidst 

the challenges which have become less demanding as 

each day passes.  We recognise the immense contribution 

that is being made by the Cuban Contingent, and are fully 

aware of the importance that must be placed in making 

St. Vincent & the Grenadines their home away from 

home. 

Some of the Cuban  contingent 

at the E.T Joshua Airport. 
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