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Blasting operations  

commenced on 5th May 2009 

and will continue for the rest 

of the year and beyond. 

These blasting operations are 

being carried out at 1:00pm 

on Tuesdays, Wednesdays 

and Thursdays of each week. 

For the benefit of homeown-

ers who live within a defined  

distance from the blasting  

operations,  the IADC has in 

place an All Risk  

Insurance policy that covers 

any damage to their  

properties from its blasting 

operations.  

 

 BLASTING OPERATIONS   

Saint Vincent and the Grena-

dines forms part of the group 

of Islands of the Lesser An-

tilles known as the Wind-

ward Islands, thus called be-

cause of its geographic expo-

sure to the winds that blow 

from the Northeast direction. 

 

The country is made up of 32 

islands and cays of which St 

Vincent is the largest, with 

the other islands known as 

the Grenadines extending to 

the South. 

 

Like other Windward Is-

lands, St. Vincent is charac-

terized by its relief of hills 

and mountains that extend 

from its coast thus making 

airport improvement diffi-

cult. 

 

Although spoken of, and 

studied in the past, airport 

development to that of inter-

national standards had until 

now seemed almost impossi-

ble because of the cost of 

doing so.  However, having 

seen the real difficulties ex-

perienced by persons travel-

ling into and out of St. Vin-

cent and the Grenadines, the 

government headed by Prime 

Minister Dr. Ralph Gon-

salves took the decision to 

construct the Argyle Interna-

tional Airport. 

 

After preliminary studies and 

consultations with stake-

holders, the preliminary de-

signs were done by a team of 

Cuban designers and handed 

over to government in 2007. 

This was followed by the 

commencement of earth-

works on August 13th, 2008. 

The earthworks currently 

are focused on the 1st and 

2nd kilometers and include: 

the clearing of the site, 

demolition of vacant build-

ings, removal of top soil, 

cutting of the hills and filling 

of the valleys. 

 

Most of the work until now 

has been focused on the run-

way. However, the area for 

the terminal building, apron 

and other landside facilities 

is also being prepared. 

 
Size of Runway:  
¶ Length: 2743.00 m. 
¶ Width: 45.00 m. 
¶ Maximum effective 

slope: 1.00% 

¶ Category: 4E 
¶ Span: 52-65M 

Your project!Your project!   
Our project!Our project!   

THE NATION½S PROJECTTHE NATION½S PROJECT!!  

http://images.google.com.vc/imgres?imgurl=http://www.unc.edu/depts/polisci/areyno1/images/flags/st_vincent_lg.GIF&imgrefurl=http://www.unc.edu/depts/polisci/areyno1/ballot_pages/st_vincent.html&usg=__FQ67Z98GkMdlZAZ2tZedKsrcwxc=&h=256&w=384&sz=4&hl=en&st
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ECCB GOVERNOR APPLAUDS ARGYLE AIRPORT PROJECT  

Governor of the Eastern  

Caribbean Central Bank,  

Sir Dwight Venner, has described 

the Argyle International Airport  

Project as ñfascinating and long 

overdueò. 

Following a visit to the site on 

Thursday May 14th, Sir Dwight 

noted that the construction of an  

international airport in St Vincent 

and the Grenadines is the  

fulfillment of a want by  

Vincentians for proper airport             

facilities. Sir Dwight in  

commenting said that all  

Vincentians should be proud of 

the efforts by the government to 

fulfill their yearsô old dream. 

 

He pointed out that St Vincent 

and the Grenadines and Dominica 

are the only two countries in the 

region without an international 

airport, the result of which is 

 reflected in the fact that these 

two countries also have the  

lowest per capita income in the 

region. 

 

Regarding the viability of the 

project, Sir Dwight hinted that 

when one is calculating the  

viability of any project one must 

take everything into  

consideration. He said some  

projects may not appear to be 

viable, however, viability must be 

looked at in its totality: financial, 

economic and social. He then 

posed these questions: What  

happens if St Vincent and the                    

Grenadines becomes a modern 

state? What is one of the most 

important things needed for any 

modern state? 

 

Sir Dwight opines that  an inter-

national airport in St Vincent and 

the Grenadines will provide ac-

cess and increased level of secu-

rity for vital things coming into 

the  

country. 

 

He hailed the decision by  

government to go ahead with the 

construction of the international 

airport as a good one and said 

that personally he is very happy 

with the project. The Central 

Bank Governor noted that given 

the scope of work, 2012 for  

completion is feasible providing 

that the pace of work is kept up. 

He however cautioned that  

finishing will take time and that 

those doing the finishing touches 

on the terminal building will have 

to be monitored very closely to 

avoid undue delays. 

Sir Dwight (right) along with 

IADCôs CEO Dr. Matthias (2nd 

from right) and Chief Engineer 

Mr. J. Cato at the soil testing lab. 

Readers, welcome to this the first 

issue of the IADC Newsletter! 

 

The International Airport  

Development Company, IADC, 

is currently engaged in the con-

struction of the Argyle Interna-

tional Airport, the largest capital 

project ever to be undertaken in 

St. Vincent and the Grenadines. 

 

The IADCôs mandate is to com-

plete the construction of an inter-

national airport, inclusive of a 

terminal building and other land-

side facilities, and a runway strip 

150 ft wide and 9,000ft long, to 

begin operation on April 1st 

2012. 

 

Currently, earthworks on the pro-

ject are progressing smoothly. 

The bulk of the earthwork so far 

has been concentrated within the 

first kilometer of the runway. We 

have also commenced work in 

the second kilometer, and though 

additional equipment is needed to 

move the work farther along we 

continue to make good progress 

with over 25% of the overall 

earthworks completed so far. 

In this Newsletter our aim is to 

provide you with accurate infor-

mation on the construction of the 

Argyle International Airport. It is 

our hope that you would find it 

most informative, and that it 

would become a must have 

within your various resource li-

braries. 

 

Thanks for your support and may 

God continue to bless us all 

richly. 

 

WELCOME  



AIA CONTRIBUTORY FUND LAUNCHED  

I. A. D. C. NEWSLETTER                   

Members of the public wishing to 

contribute to the construction of 

the Argyle International Airport 

can now do so through a  

contributory fund set up at the  

National Commercial Bank. 

 

The fund called the Argyle  

International Airport  

Contributory Fund was launched 

on Wednesday July 8th, at the 

NIS conference room. It is being 

managed by a board of trustees in 

the persons of His  

Excellency the Governor General  

Sir Frederick Ballantyne,  

Mr. Christian Martin CMG,  

Mr. Sid Hazel and the Hon. Brian 

Alexander. 

 

The idea to set up the fund came 

about following numerous que-

ries by Vincentians at home and 

abroad as to how they can be-

come personally involved in the  

construction of the airport which 

they see as necessary for the  

continued development of the 

country. 

 

All persons contributing to the 

fund would be given a certificate 

of recognition, while those  

contributing one thousand dollars 

or more would be given a tax  

exemption. 

 

The account number for the  

Argyle International Airport  

Contributory Fund is 200884. 

Persons in the diaspora who wish 

to contribute to the fund can do 

so directly through the National 

Commercial Bank, Bedford 

Street, Kingstown. Account  

number 200884. Or they may 

send it in care of the: 

International Airport  

Development Company  

P.O. Box 2817 

Argyle 

St Vincent and the Grenadines 

 

Persons sending cheques or 

Money Orders must make them 

payable to the Argyle  

International Airport  

Contributory Fund. They must 

also send us their names and  

addresses so that they can be 

properly recognized for their  

contributions. 
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Terminal Building and other Landside Facilities  

Members of CECI along with 

IADCôs engineers  

In March 2009, IADC received a 

visit from a Taiwanese  

engineering firm called CECI 

Engineering Consultants Inc.  

The firm felt it necessary to come 

to St. Vincent to gather first hand 

information, as they prepare to 

submit a bid for the contract for 

designing and supervising the 

work on the terminal building 

and other landside facilities for 

the project.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The contract for the design of the 

terminal building has since been 

awarded to CECI.  The  

Preliminary designs are expected 

here by November.  The govern-

ment of Taiwan has pledged an 

amount of  US$30 million 

(EC$81.5 million) for the con-

struction of the terminal building 

and other landside facilities for 

the Argyle International Airport.                           

 

CONTôD ON PAGE 5 
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AIRPORT MASTER PLAN  

IADC continues to  

collaborate with Professor 

Federico Dovali of the Airport 

and Auxiliary Services (ASA) 

of Mexico on the Airport Mas-

ter Plan for the Argyle Interna-

tional Airport. ASA is a gov-

ernment company that designs, 

builds and operates about 20 

airports in Mexico. The sup-

port from ASA is part of the 

assistance promised by the 

government of  

Mexico. 

 

The Master Plan for the  

Argyle Airport is being done 

to guide the  

development of the  

Argyle airport over the next 30 

years, in a way that meets the 

demands for growth in local  

industries, environmental pro-

tection and aviation services, 

consistent with overall na-

tional  

development. 

 

Work on this Master Plan 

started in June 2008 and is  

expected to be completed by 

December 2009. Even so, 

IADC has decided to imple-

ment, at least one aspect of the  

recommendations of this  

Airport Master Plan. 

 

IADCôs recent decision to  

increase, by another 30 acres 

or so, the land space for the 

terminal building and other 

landside facilities is done to 

allow for these facilities to 

grow in a cost-effective and 

orderly manner in the long 

term. The land space ear-

marked earlier by the Cuban 

designers for the terminal 

building and other landside 

facilities was adequate and 

may have suited our needs for 

the next 15-20 years. How-

ever, in making the decision to 

implement one of the recom-

mendations of the Master Plan, 

before the design and con-

struction of the terminal build-

ing and other landside facili-

ties, IADC has seized a glori-

ous and one-time opportunity 

to design these buildings and 

to locate them on the land 

space so that we can have a 

more structured, cost-effective 

and orderly growth of these 

facilities over the next 25-30 

years, and well beyond. 

 

The decision to purchase  

additional lands in the area of 

the terminal building is also a 

sound policy decision for the 

government.  Apart from the 

positive long term growth  

effects, the decision also  

allows government (a) to take 

ownership of adjacent lands 

today, when the land price is 

likely to be much lower,  

and (b) to control  

developments on land that 

would, in future, be  

normally required for  

expansion of the airport  

facilities. 

 

The decision to purchase the 

additional land today would 

also help us avoid past mis-

takes and the difficulties that 

we now experience at the E.T. 

Joshua Airport at Arnos Vale, 

where there is virtually no land 

space at all available for the 

expansion of the apron, erec-

tion of new hangers for air-

craft, or expansion of the ter-

minal building. 

 

Airport Master Plan  
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The issue of environmental impact 

has been and continues to be one of 

much importance to the government 

and people of St. Vincent and the 

Grenadines. The IADC is therefore 

pleased to announce that the firm, 

Kocks Consult GMBH which was 

contracted by the IADC to carry out 

an environmental impact assessment 

(EIA) of the Argyle International 

Airport has submitted its final  

comprehensive report. 

 

As part of the implementation  

process the IADC has assigned an  

in-house environmental auditor to 

lead a team of professionals to put  

together and implement an  

Environmental Monitoring Plan.  

The Environmental Monitoring 

Teamôs role is to ensure that  

adequate measures are put in place 

and the engineering work plans are 

designed and executed in a manner 

`to mitigate against all adverse     

consequences to the environment 

from the construction of the  

international airport. 

Environmental Monitoring  

On the request of the government, 

the Cuban Ministry of Science, 

Technology and Environment 

(CITMA) has agreed to assist with 

our environmental  

monitoring, as well as conduct addi-

tional studies and train our officials  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

to implement the monitoring plans. 

During the period January 20th to 

February 3rd,2009, a three member 

team from CITMA conducted some  

geology and hydrology studies in the 

areas of Yambou, Rawacou and  

Peruvian Vale. These studies were 

done to provide additional  

information to the project and to 

propose solutions to some  

outstanding issues for the airport 

project.  

Bird Studies  

The 3 member Cuba ornithology 

team who conducted bird studies 

from January to early March, 2009 

returned on May 27th to conduct the 

phase of their studies.  In this phase, 

the work focused on the reproductive 

stage and migratory patterns of 

aquatic and terrestrial bird species in 

and around Argyle.  Their work en-

tailed 192 hours of sampling and 

inventory of bird species in 13 loca-

tions inside and outside of the airport 

construction area.  Exploratory visits 

were made to the Brighton Beach, 

Rawacou and the Diamond Landfill 

to determine the flight paths of birds 

from Milligan Cay and St. Vincent.  

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT  

Prime Minister Dr. Hon. Ralph 

Gonsalves displaying the EIA 

Passenger terminal building 

A single passenger terminal building 

is being designed and will be located 

in front of the commercial apron to 

serve both domestic and interna-

tional passengers, in the first stage. 

The building will be a modern termi-

nal building that will provide a 

pleasant and efficient facility for 

passengers and users. 

 

The terminal building is being de-

signed to accommodate, in future, 

telescopic air bridges from the air-

craft to the terminal building. Provi-

sion is also made in the Airport Mas-

ter Plan for construction, in future, of 

a separate domestic/general aviation 

terminal building near the general 

aviation apron. 

Control tower 

The control tower will be located 

immediately to the South of the 

cargo facilities and will be posi-

tioned on elevated land. The tower 

will house the aerodrome and ground 

control at the upper level and will 

have complete view of the full length 

of the runway, taxiways, apron, and 

the approach and takeoff zones of 

the runway. The approach control 

and instrument room will be on the 

mid level and an emergency opera-

tion centre will be located on the 

lower level. 

 

Fire fighting facility  

The fire fighting facility will be lo-

cated to the North of the commercial 

apron and is located to fulfil the re-

sponse time to any incident in accor-

dance with the standards of the Inter-

national Civil Aviation Authority 

(ICAO).  The facility will have direct 

access to the runway and apron. 

 

Cargo facility 

The cargo facility will be located in 

front of the cargo apron and will be a 

single storied building with a combi-

nation of elements in one building 

sufficiently integrated to permit op-

eration as a stand-alone facility. 

 

Ancillary facilities  

The following facilities will be pro-

vided on the landside to support the 

terminal facilities and airside opera-

tion: 

 

1. Incinerators for solid waste, 

2. Sewerage treatment for liquid 

waste, 

3. Electrical substation, and 

4. Water storage. 

Landside Facilities     CONTôD FROM PAGE 3 
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PROGRESS REPORT  

The IADC continues to work 

with both the Roman Catholic 

Community and the Ministry 

of Health on the relocation of 

the RC Church, Cemetery and 

Shrine to a 4 acre plot of land 

at Peruvian Vale. 

The cemetery, has been  

successfully relocated under 

the supervision of the Ministry 

of Health. 

 

The removal of the remains of 

persons buried there took 

place within a two week span, 

from September 1st-18th. The 

process was carried out by 

Eveready Funeral Home. 

Sixty-nine remains were  

Removed: sixty-seven have 

been reburied at the new 

cemetery at Peruvian Vale and 

two at the Stubbs Cemetery, 

on request of the Next of Kin. 

The Argyle Cemetery was  

located within the 3rd  

kilometer of the runway and 

had to be relocated. 

 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, CEMETERY AND SHRINE  

ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT  

Catholicôs Shrine at former  

location 

The pace at which work is being 

done on the Argyle International 

Airport picked up speed during the 

month of October 2009, when the  

International Airport Develop-

ment Company (IADC) increased 

its compliment of equipment. 

 

The IADC bought a number of 

pieces of used heavy earthmoving 

equipment to add to its fleet to  

ensure that construction work on 

the airport is completed by March 

2012. 

October 1st, 2009, saw the arrival 

of two motor scrapers, purchased 

from Politiri Holdings Ltd of Can-

ada. These Scrapers have already 

been fully employed on the site. 

Twelve (12) trucks, previously 

owned by the British Army, were 

also bought from the British firm L. 

Jackson & Co.  

The IADC has already begun  

earthworks on the 2nd kilometer of 

the airport runway, as well as the 

area for the terminal building and 

other landside facilities. With these 

additional equipment and the  

increased work day to 12 hours 

for field workers, the volume of 

work done every day will rise 

significantly in the coming 

months. 

 

Earlier this year, IADC pur-

chased, from its own resources, 

several pieces of used equipment, 

which are now fully utilized on 

the project site. Additional equip-

ment are still needed and the com-

pany is continuing to source these.  

  

 

A Scraper on site  

New cemetery at            

Peruvian vale  
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To support the earthworks, a  

workshop has been constructed 

on site to carry out repairs of all  

equipment to reduce downtime.  

 

A fuel station has also been 

erected on site to eliminate the 

long frequent trips into Kings-

town, and to have a guaranteed 

supply of fuel on site. 

 

These two facilities will also be 

needed by the new airport, during 

its operational phase.  

Workshop and Fuel Station  

I.A.D.Côs Workshop 

Fuel station at I.A.D.C 

BY: 

Nakita Crooke 

Ministry of Tourism  

 

The construction of the Argyle 

International Airport on the is-

land of St Vincent and the 

Grenadines has already begun 

and is expected to be completed 

by 2012.  It is being constructed 

in Argyle, on the Eastern side of 

the island of St Vincent and is 

expected to provide a number of 

benefits to Vincentians and for-

eigners alike.  Some of the bene-

fits to be derived include: The 

enhancement of the tourism 

product, easier accessibility for 

travellers to St Vincent and the 

Grenadines and increased em-

ployment. 

 

Accessibility to St. Vincent and 

the Grenadines is one of the ma-

jor factors that deter visitors 

from coming to our country; 

many persons are more recep-

tive to getting to a destination on 

one flight. Thus the international 

airport will greatly alleviate St 

Vincentôs lack of accessibility 

and visitors would no longer 

have the burden of having to in-

transit in another island before 

coming to St Vincent and the 

Grenadines. They would now be 

able to get a non-stop flight di-

rectly to the island, and take the 

hassle out of getting here. With 

this improvement, more persons 

would be inclined to visit St. 

Vincent and the Grenadines as a 

destination.  

 

St Vincent and the Grenadines 

was once heavily dependent on 

agriculture but is now moving to 

embrace tourism, which will 

benefit from the construction of 

the international airport.  With 

an international airport in opera-

tion visitor arrivals to the coun-

try is expected to increase.  To 

facilitate this expected increase 

it is anticipated that there would 

be a correlated increase in in-

vestments in hotels and other 

such accommodations.  Cur-

rently, the Parks and Recrea-

tional Unit in the Ministry of 

Tourism is upgrading all tourism 

sites in the country so as to en-

hance the tourism product and 

offer visitors a more varied ex-

perience. 

Job provision is another signifi-

cant factor to be derived from 

the construction of the interna-

tional airport, and the antici-

pated growth in businesses 

within the airportôs vicinity is 

expected to add to the economic 

development of the country. 

 

In concluding, the Argyle Inter-

national Airport would bring a 

lot of benefits to our country.  

Through the creation of jobs for 

Vincentian Nationals, the further 

enhancement of our tourism 

product and improvement in 

accessibility to St Vincent and 

the Grenadines. 

BENEFITS OF THE S.V.G INTERNATIONAL AIRP ORT  



THE IADC  

 

The International Airport Development Company (IADC) is a wholly-

owned government limited liability company, which was incorporated 

on 24th November, 2004 under the Local Companies Act of 1994.   

International Airport Development Company 
Argyle 
P.O. Box 2817 
St.Vincent and the Grenadines 

I. A. D .Côs Main Office 

IADC and the National Trust continue 

to work on the implementation of a 

Cultural Heritage Plan proposed by 

the National Trust and funded by the 

IADC in the amount of EC$460,000. 

 

As part of this plan, a team of  

Canadian archaeologists, led by Joe 

Moravetz, did extensive excavations 

in an area within the airport zone at 

Escape, Argyle. During those  

excavations a lot of pottery and other  

 artefacts, several post holes, and 22 

skeletons all believed dating back 

2000 years ago were discovered.  

Although the findings are still to be 

carbon tested, the lead archaeologist 

Joe Moravetz noted that the style of 

some of the pottery discovered is  

indicative of the saladoid, a pottery 

style associated with the Arawaks who 

first came to St Vincent, while some 

are reflective of the Suazey, produced 

by the Caribs some 1500 years ago. 

These artefacts are now in the  

possession of the National Trust and 

will undoubtedly become a part of our 

understanding of our pre-Colombian 

history. 

 

During the month of June, another 

group of archaeologists from Leiden 

University in Holland carried out  

additional archaeological excavations 

at Escape and the ridge of the river at 

Argyle. It is felt that this site is rich in 

Cayo complex, which forms the least 

well-known, but most intriguing  

ceramic assemblage known from the 

Lesser Antilles. 

 

understanding of our forebears 

and ourselves, these  

excavations will help to  

promote St. Vincent and the 

Grenadines to visitors as a rich 

cultural centre and add to  

the development of our tourism  

product.  

Joe Moravetz (left) showing a 

piece of pottery to the Hon. 

Rene Baptiste, Minister of  

Culture (right).  

Joe Moravetz (left) and 

Kathy Martin of National 

Trust inspecting some of the 

findings at the  

archaeological site. 

  

MAKE THE PROJECT 

YOUR OWN!!  

 

CONTRIBUTE TODAY!  

  
      
  

 Phone: (784) 458-0333 
 Fax:     (784) 458-0773 
 Email: iadc@vincysurf.com 

PRESERVATION OF OUR NATIONAL HERITAGE  


