
Earthworks Progressing! 

Special points of interest: 

The IADC is a private    

limited liability company 

wholly owned by the      

government of St. Vincent 

and the Grenadines. It was 

incorporated under the 

Companies Act of St Vin-

cent and the Grenadines. 

The company's mandate is 

to arrange for the financing 

and construction of the 

Argyle In ternat iona l     

Airport, and thereafter to 

manage it effectively and 

efficiently. 
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I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r p o r t  D e v e l o p m e n t  

C o m p a n y  L t d .  

Just over two and a half years into the 

construction of the Argyle International 

Airport, Vincentians at home and abroad 

are seeing the tremendous progress being 

made and the realization of their long held 

dream just about two years away. 

Since August 2008, earthworks have  

moved at a rapid pace, though with some 

slowing down last year, the result of rain 

interruptions and the breaking down of the 

drill machine used to prepare the holes for 

the blasting exercise on Fort and    

McConnie Yammie Hills. 

However, by the end of 2010, the        

Chatoyer-Che Contingent was able to 

complete  a large portion of the work. 

These works include (a) continuation of 

construction of the runway, (b) work on 

the apron and taxiways, (c) preparation of 

the area for the construction of the termi-

nal building, (d) removal of Fort,   

McConnie Yammie and Johnson Hills, (e) 

excavations and the creation of embank-

ments etc. Work on constructing the cul-

vert, for conveying water from one side of 

the runway to the other side in the first 

kilometer,  began in 2010 and will be 

completed in 2011.   

In addition to the works already in       

progress, the Chatoyer-Che Contingent 

will in 2011, (a) commence construction 

of the culvert for the Yambou River, (b) 

work on the sea defenses at the North-

eastern end of the runway, (c) install a 

stone crushing plant to prepare material 

for the pavement works, and (d) start   

construction of the terminal building, 

Work on all of these areas will move full 

speed ahead, as the International Airport 

Development Company (IADC) seeks to  

complete a considerable amount of the 

remaining earthworks in 2011, with a 

view to meeting its new target date for the 

opening of the new Argyle International 

Airport by 2013. 

The 1st and 2nd kilometres of the runway area outlined Compaction taking place in the 3rd km. 



 Dear Readers: 

Thanks for your continued support and encouragement. We trust that you continue to 

enjoy reading our newsletter and that the information contained herein is beneficial to 

you. 

As you read this newsletter you will be able to see that we have progressed by leaps 

and bounds with the construction of the airport.  

The Cuban/Vincentian, Chatoyer-Che Contingent continues to press ahead in an    

effort to keep the project on schedule.  

By the end of 2010 we were able to complete a significant portion of the earthworks.  

We plan to complete another large portion by the end of 2011 to meet our new target 

opening date of 2013.  

Let me also take this opportunity to thank the many viewers to our website for their 

comments and suggestions. These have been very helpful to us. Be assured that we 

endeavour to keep the site as up-to-date as we possibly can. 

Last year, during our community outreach programme, we received tremendous sup-

port from members of the public. We say thank you, and we trust that you continue to 

support the Argyle airport project.  

This year we have resumed our school outreach programme. Staff and students have 

been very welcoming and appreciative of the information that we have been          

disseminating. 

I know that some of our readers have made it their duty to help us distribute this 

newsletter, particularly to our people in the diaspora. We thank you and ask that you 

continue to give us that type of support. Of course, we welcome other areas of      

support and hope that you would find ways to make more tangible contributions to 

this our most important project.    

Those of you wishing to make monetary contributions to the project can do so 

through the Argyle Airport Contributory Fund at the National Commercial Bank,   

account #200884. Unfortunately our PayPal link on the website has been                

discontinued as PayPal does not allow monies from the US to be sent to this region.  

We appreciate your continued support of the project as we work towards making our 

dream come true. We wish you happy reading. 

Jennifer Richardson 

Communications Officer 

IADC 
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Editorôs note 
MATTHEW  
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IF YOU HAVE 

FAITH AS A 

GRAIN OF 

MUSTARD 

SEED YOU 

CAN SAY TO 

YOUR MOUN-

TAIN MOVE 

AND IT WILL. 

MOVE AND 

NOTHING 

WILL BE  

IMPOSSIBLE 

FOR YOU. 
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Pictures courtesy  

the IADCõs Communications department 

Communications Officer,  Jennifer Richard-

son, Minister of Culture, Hon. Frederick 

Stephenson and P.S  in the Ministry of Cul-

ture Rosita Snagg, pose with a recon-

structed clay pot excavated at the airport 

Culvert is being constructed in the 1st km 

of the project to convey water under the 

runway. 

Excavation work continues on Johnson Hill  

Looking towards the Northern end of the 

site.  

The 2nd and 3rd kilometres of the site. 

International Airport Development Company 

Sugar mill relics being removed from the runway area 
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Terminal building and other landside  

facilities  

 

 

During the year 2009, IADC finalized its design     

objectives for the Passenger Terminal Building and 

other Landside Facilities and awarded the contract for 

the design and supervision to a Taiwanese firm, CECI 

Engineering Consultants Inc. This design contract is 

valued at US$3.3 million. 

The landside facilities include: (a) the Terminal build-

ing, (b) Cargo Terminal building, (c) Signage, (d) Fire   

 

and Rescue Station, (e) Control Tower, (f) Roads, 

Drainage and Parking lot. 

The passenger terminal building will have 3 floors, 

with 12,065 M2 (129,870 

F2) of floor space.  This 

total floor area is more than 

3 times the floor area of the 

terminal building at the 

E.T. Joshua Airport. 

Work on the construction 

of the passenger terminal and other landside facilities 

though delayed, is expected to commence in June 

2011. 

A tender for the construction of the passenger terminal 

building was issued on 7th June 2010, and was finally 

awarded to the Taiwanese firm, Overseas Engineering 

and Construction Company Ltd. (OECC). This      

contract is worth US$26,500,000.00. 

IADC will enter into contracts with other private firms 

for the construction of the Fire and Rescue Station, 

Cargo Terminal Building and Control Tower.  How-

ever, IADC has decided to do the site works, internal 

roads, drains and parking areas, using resources al-

ready at its disposal.   

The Argyle terminal building is designed to accommo-

date 1.4 million passengers per year.  This is more 

than 5 times the number of passengers currently   

passing through the E. T. Joshua Airport in any one 

year.  The Argyle Airport Terminal Building is    

therefore sized to accommodate the expected growth 

in passenger traffic in the medium and long term.  

 

Sea defenses and fuel farm facility 

A portion of the shoulder area for the runway falls in 

the ocean on the North-eastern end of the coastline. To 

enable its construction, some land reclamation will 

have to be done in that area and sea defenses built to 

protect the runway. 

To facilitate this process, a study of that portion of the 

coast was conducted including  measuring the depth of 

the sea. This allowed the Marine Engineers to charac-

terize the topography of the 

bottom of the ocean.  

This study, referred to as 

Bathymetric study was un-

dertaken by Maritime Engi-

n e e r i n g  S e r v i c e s 

(ASTIMAR) of Cuba.. 

Their findings were pre-

sented to the IADC on   

September 9th, 2010. They also presented designs for 

the protection of the North-eastern end of runway 

from coastal degradation. The Bathymetric surveys 

carried out also allowed the firm to suggest to IADC 

possible locations for the docking of a fuel tanker to 

supply the fuel farm that would be constructed for the 

operational phase of the airport.    

 

An airside view of the terminal 
building 

Coastal zone for sea defences 

Passenger  Terminal building 


